Evaluation of hypothalamic-specific autoimmunity in patients with narcolepsy.
An autoimmune-mediated mechanism is considered the most probable etiology for narcolepsy. However, this hypothesis remains unproven. Since narcolepsy is characterized by dysfunction of the hypothalamic hypocretinergic (orexinergic) system, we evaluated the presence of hypothalamic-specific antibodies in sera and CSF of 25 hypocretin-deficient and 6 non-deficient narcoleptic patients by immunohistochemistry and analyzing a screening of a rat cDNA expression hypothalamic library. There was no hypothalamic-specific reactivity in serum or CSF by inmmunohistochemistry. The screening of the hypothalmic library detected some reactive clones but not a common reactivity. Our study did not find any evidence of hypothalamic-specific autoimmunity in narcolepsy.